
BYCA COMMUNITY ACTION GRANTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE CRITERIA

Bristol Youth and Community Action (BYCA) is a multi-agency partnership project offering Community Action Grants for young people who want to do something in their community.

BYCA’S AIM

To provide opportunities for young people to make a positive contribution within their community and to reduce crime and the fear of crime among young people and the wider community.

WHO ARE BYCA GRANTS FOR?



· For project’s that meet BYCA’s aims

· For projects led by young people

· For projects that will impact upon community safety
· £1,000 is the maximum granted (to projects where £1,000 will make a real impact)
· Projects operating in disadvantaged areas experiencing crime or fear of crime, not currently in receipt of major government funding. BYCA’s focus areas are:

East Central 2



South 1


▪Fromevale/Oldbury Court


▪ Ashton


▪Hillfields




▪ Bedminster


▪St George East & West 


▪ Bishopsworth


▪Speedwell




▪ Redcliffe







▪ Southville
South 2

▪ Hengrove




South 3





▪ Windmill Hill (including Totterdown)
▪Brislington East & West



▪ Stockwood

North 1






▪ Avonmouth




North 3
▪ Sea Mills




▪ Hotwells



▪ Shirehampton


If you are unsure whether your project is eligible, please contact us. 

WHO CAN APPLY?

We welcome bids from groups of young people who can demonstrate that they:

· who are within BYCA’s defined priority areas

· are between 8 and 25 years old

· will have adult supervision

· will have professional support with the budget (we can help find this)

· are taking a lead in the project development

Priority will be given to groups in disadvantaged circumstances.

WHAT PROJECTS WILL BE CONSIDERED?

· Projects developed with or by young people 

· Projects where a £1,000 grant will make a real impact

· Projects that have an outcome that meets the overall aim of BYCA (see above)

EXAMPLES OF PROJECTS FUNDED

St George Youth Project participated in a UK Youth Festival residential. Workshops and activities enabled the group to build relationships with each other and workers following a period of change within their Centre, develop their communication skills and explore issues affecting young people. This project resulted in young people empowering themselves and having a voice within their community.

Oldbury Court Youth Centre ran a project to break down the negative perceptions that both older and younger people have of each other. Video letters were exchanged between the groups and worries about community safety were shared.

Recent successful applications have included many young people-led sports and dance-based projects, which have promoted positive engagement, healthy lifestyle and skills development and accredited learning. Another popular theme has been improving local community spaces with mosaic projects (eg. in an adventure playground, a city farm and young parents’ group premises). A garden of rest has been established in Southmead. 

MAKING AN APPLICATION
1. Please contact us to request an application. You can discuss any aspect of the application process with the BYCA Coordinator, as well as ask the Coordinator to help you complete your application form. We advise you to discuss your ideas with us before beginning your application.

2. As part of your application, we will require at least two supporting statements from young people about their involvement in and support for the project.


3. Once we have received your application it will be considered by the BYCA Steering Group. The Steering Group meets about every eight weeks, so grant applications can be submitted all year round and you will hear about your application soon afterwards.

4. If your application is successful, you will receive a letter offering a grant. The letter will give the amount of grant offered, how it is to be used and what you need to do to receive payment. Please note that this process can take up to eight weeks.

If you encounter any problems regarding the project after the offer has been made, please contact us, as we may be able to help. If you are unable to use the grant for the purposes agreed, we will either withdraw the offer or ask for the grant to be returned.

Our offer will automatically lapse if you do not take up the grant within 6 months - BYCA does not fund projects that have already taken place.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

· Projects receive an evaluation form and have the option of using scrapbooks and a disposable camera to record the process and outcomes of the project.
· Evaluations must be returned by the deadline set, as the date that evaluations are returned is used as a factor to decide future funding. 
· Proof of expenditure must also be provided.

· Please see the evaluation materials before making an application.
· As the money is currently raised through the High Sheriff’s Fund, the High Sheriff of Bristol often visits projects funded by BYCA. 
NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Please contact us.
